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To the City Council Housing Committee 
October 27 Hearing, 2021 
CF 21-1203 
 
We have a Housing Element in front of us which recommends upzoning for 1,444,412 housing 
units in Los Angeles, 75,000 in Hollywood (!!!), without any guarantee of any housing 
affordability, but with a guarantee of damage to historic buildings.  Historic buildings cover 6% 
of the land area of Los Angeles.  Their loss is permanent, an extinction.   
 
This loss can be fairly simply avoided by ADDING A CONDITION from the City Council on 
this Housing Element.  We request that you add a clear condition on this Element that any 
implementation in any Community Plan of any upzoning based on this Housing Element be 
tailored to diminish adverse effects on historic buildings.    Its fully possible.  Its critical. 
 
Hollywood Heritage has gone deep into the housing maps and data of both the Hollywood 
Community Plan and now into this Housing Element.  It is clear that the single operative result 
of this Element is State-mandated “rezoning”—which is upzoning—and this Element sets the 
stage for justifying upzoning in Hollywood.  
 
Housing Element “next steps” can and must be conditioned to plan for historic buildings 
and districts:  The upzoning recommended here in the Housing Element is 5 times even the 
RHNA numbers.  This was intended by City Planning so that follow-on work in Community Plans 
has latitude to make “on the ground” decisions and choices. This Housing Element suggests 
rezoning Grauman’s Chinese Theater as High Density Residential!!  Its doubtful that’s a choice 
anyone could make!   
 
As Hollywood has an historic core with buildings of National level significance, we have an 
extraordinary responsibility to guide growth appropriately, assist adaptive re-use, and support 
sustainable existing buildings. 
 
Hollywood Heritage knows that all the goals of the Housing Element and all the numbers and 
targets—of DOF, SCAG, and RHNA—can be met in Hollywood without destroying a single 
historic building, and without upzoning a single parcel of land or removing a single D condition.  
So we know that any upzoning to comply with this Housing Element can be carefully considered 



enough to avoid loss of historic buildings and districts. An unprecedented 20% growth of our 
whole City is mandated by RHNA in the next 8 years (!!!), yet it is fully possible to work with 
and around the historic areas.   
 
Our City has the capability to map all the historic resources—not just its HPOZs—but ALL of 
them--including CRA area surveyed resources, National and California Register resources, 
Survey LA.  
 
There is no excuse to skip this needed step and report “unavoidable” adverse impact in the 
EIR—to fail to try to plan, and to fail at celebrating and protecting resources that are the 
foundation for our main streets and neighborhoods. It is fully possible to genuinely plan for 
retention and adaptive re-use, and that will be far more sustainable.  This has not yet been done. 
 
It is possible: 

1. Map Housing Element by Community Plan Area and overlay Council Districts:  The 
public should be seeing readable and truly transparent maps of the identified historic 
buildings and districts, presented Community Plan area, OVERLAIN on the proposed 
upzoning.   Maps have many identified landmarks missing and are at a scale that is 
unreadable, impossible now to use as a guide for Council Offices to evaluate the 
recommendations).   

2. Quantify RHNA mandates and assumptions:  These are triggering massive upzoning, 
opening Pandora’s Box for demolition of hugely important landmarks.  To make the effect 
of RHNA clear, all Appendices 4.1, 4.3, and 4.7 in Chapter 4 should have the Existing 
Capacity of individual parcels shown accurately, totaled by Community Plan Area.   For 
example-- Hollywood actually doesn’t need any upzoning, to meet RHNA numbers, but 
if we accept that it does, its target would be 17,880 units (7% x 255,432).  The Housing 
Element proposes upzoning for 75,274 units.   

3. Excel Appendix 4.1 (“Adequate Sites) misses many documented developments in 
Hollywood. Planning’s algorithm shows Zero- (the property won’t be developed) when 
evictions and development is already happening.there. Hollywood is shown in Appendix 
4.1 to have “capacity” and probability for development of 6.700 units in “Adequate Sites” 
in the next 8 years- a huge undercount.     

4. Excel Appendix 4.7 must track historic resources: The conclusion of unavoidable 
damage to landmark buildings and neighborhoods in the Housing Element is 
unacceptable—these landmarks can and should be integrated into planning, on maps and 
Excel tables.   They should be trackable in Appendix 4.7 of Chapter 4.  Hollywood 
Heritage was able to map over 1,000 landmarks in Hollywood and overlay on the Housing 
Element maps in 2-3 days.  It is inexcusable to omit this effort 

5. EIR fails as presented—lacking viable Alternates and Mitigations:  The Housing 
Element EIR gives a broad-brush review of the standard protections for historic buildings 
that are ALREADY in place now, but in the Hollywood Community Plan Update right 
now protections are being proposed to be REMOVED.  The mitigations in the Housing 
Element are widely known to be insufficient.  Proper mitigation measures and selection 
of an Element Alternate that avoids damage to historic areas are necessary. Hollywood 
Heritage has prepared these for Hollywood.  Your Council Condition for this Housing 



Element can ensure CEQA compliance for this Housing Element and our upcoming 
Community Plan Update.  

6. . Extend the ARO (Adaptive Reuse Ordinance) now as a part of this Housing Element 
adoption—don’t look for it as a future program. 

7. Keep redevelopment historic protections: Because Los Angeles accepted 
responsibilities for identifying and protecting historic buildings and Districts under 
Redevelopment Plans and in Redevelopment Plan areas, it is eminently possible to 
continue implementing those and avoiding any conflicts with this Housing Element,    

 
 
AGAIN, PLEASE ADD THIS CONDITION AS A PART OF YOUR POSITION ON THIS 
HOUSING ELEMENT UPDATE. 

• “any implementation in any Community Plan of any rezoning based on this Housing 
Element will be tailored to reduce and mitigate adverse effects on historic buildings.”   
 

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
HOLLYWOOD HERITAGE 

 

Brian Curran, President 
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